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President's Message
IT'S ALL ABOUT THE TECH!
When it comes to our children’s education, the
pandemic has accelerated this idea. More than
ever before, technology has now become integral
to academics in school. From the TK’ers to 6th
grade and beyond, at all levels, students are now
using digital devices to learn from and interact
with their teachers. Students are also using
technology to share ideas and communicate with
each other for class projects and activities.
Tech-Based Education is Here to Stay.
This new tech-driven instructional format is not
just a temporary dynamic imposed by the public
health crisis. Tech-based learning is here to stay
and will be a significant aspect of the new
educational paradigm going forward. Technology
has now become imperative, indispensable even,
for our children’s education.
Everyone Should Embrace EdTech. Embracing
tech-based education isn’t just for students and
teachers. It’s time for all parents to step-up as
well. In some ways, I’m kinda ‘old school’. I like
reading paperback books and magazines, instead
of on screen. I like highlighting documents with
an actual highlighter in hand instead of a mouse
or stylus. When it comes to my kids’ education,
though, I’ve had to immediately increase my
grasp of EdTech so I can keep up with how the
kids are learning. I’ve had to quickly step up with
the new school approach.
Resources Abound. There are extensive online
resources to enhance the kids’ education at
home. Plus, many of these programs are really
fun and engaging too. So, the kids’ learning
experience will be enjoyable all the while
improving their smarts. (Check out the list on
page 4 for some great resources to access during
the winter break.) As such, in the coming weeks
and months, we will be highlighting EdTech
resources to enhance the kids’ academic
experience.
In the meantime, enjoy the holiday season with
your loved ones. On behalf of the entire
Education Foundation, we wish you and your
family the warmest of holiday wishes! Peace and
love to all. --Sandeep Baweja
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First Annual Thanks "Fore" Giving
Golf Tournament Was A Big Success
On Saturday, November 14th, under the bright, brisk, California sunshine 73 golfers came
out to the Black Gold Golf Club in Yorba Linda for the First Annual Thanks “Fore” Giving Golf
Tournament. We’re happy to report it was a huge success! With the support of school
families, community members, and numerous local businesses, the Education Foundation
of Anaheim Hills raised over $9,000. Proceeds from the tournament fundraiser will help
fund essential EdTech programs, teacher grants, and other needs at Running Springs
Elementary School to inspire and engage students in the new educational dynamic.
(More on page 2.)

From the Principal's Desk
As we approach 8 months of virtual learning at Running Springs Elementary, I would like to
thank EFAH for their fundraising efforts to support the school in these unprecedented
times. The need for technology and innovation have never been greater.
Webcams for Teachers: EFAH purchased webcams for many of our teachers. These
webcams have helped vastly improve clarity, the field of vision, and allow teachers to use
their classroom whiteboard as an instructional tool. Thanks to donations from EFAH and
the community’s support, we have also been able to provide Chromebooks to all students
that needed one for virtual learning. We could have never predicted the needs for
technology in such a way. As such, moving forward, the goal is to become a 1:1 school, with
a device for every student.
BrainPop: EFAH also purchased student licenses for BrainPop and BrainPop Jr. The videos
and interactives are engaging and make tough subjects easy to understand. Cartoon
videos in this extensive collection break down ideas in clever and thoughtful ways. This
resource covers a wide range of subjects and topics for enrichment at school or at home.
Redhawk Marquee: Our electronic marquee is finally up and running! The new marquee
will be updated frequently to provide current nformation on all of the great activities at
Running Springs. In addition, you can advertise your child’s birthday on there too. Speaking
of great activities…. EFAH’s first annual “Thanks Fore Giving Golf Tournament” on November
14th was a huge success. Special thanks to Caitlin Hirchman, Sandeep Baweja, and EFAH
Board for their efforts to put on such a top notch event.
Keeping Safe: Lastly, we appreciate the community support as we implement protocols to
ensure the safety of our families and staff during the pandemic. Please continue to wear
masks and maintain socially distancing at all times on school grounds. Thank you for
helping keep our community safe! --Principal Mark McLaughlin
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Community Comes Together For Golf Tournament Fundraiser
Winners

Winning Foursome

(Continued from Page 1.) According to Tommy Reimbold, a
Running Springs parent who participated in the tournament,
“It was a fantastic event and I would love to do it again next
year.” In fact, everyone afterwards said they had a great time
and would definitely return next year. We’re hopeful the
event will grow and expand next Fall to include even more
players and community support. "We are so proud of how
our community came together for this golf event and are
excited to work on future education projects to support the
students at Running Springs," said Brian Luong, co-owner of
The Hills Orthodontics, located in Anaheim Hills, one of the
tournament's sponsors.

Mark Elliott
Johnny Griego
Closest to the Pin
Winner
Sean Evans

Scott Carver
Kevin Caldwell
Longest Drive
Winner
Trevor Penick

EFAH Board Member and Golf Tournament Chairperson
Caitlin Hirchman said, “I had such a fun time putting this
together! Black Gold helped to make everything run so
smoothly. It was wonderful to see how enthusiastic everyone
was to come out and support the Foundation, and the energy
on the day of the event was just awesome! It felt really great to
be part of something this special."
A warm thanks to the entire school community and sponsors
for their gracious support for this event. We are already
looking forward to next year!

Thank You to Our Gracious Event Sponsors for Supporting Education!
“HOLE-IN-ONE” AND BREAKFAST
SPONSOR
First Class Connection
“IN THE HOLE" SPONSOR
Dr. N Wellness and Laser Center
Arman Abidi Family
"DRIVING RANGE" SPONSOR
“DRIVING
RANGE"
LOVSPA Los
AngelesSPONSOR
LOVSPA Los Angeles
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“EAGLE” SPONSORS
American Innovative Products
Simply Food
Baweja Family
“BIRDIE” SPONSORS
The Hills Orthodontics
Dr. Jack Ringer, Advanced Smile Design
Janet and Steve Kwon
Moneli Mortezaie
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“PAR” SPONSORS
BJ’s Restaurant
Islands Restaurant
Norco’s Best Burgers
Taps Brewery & Barrel Room
Roger Dunn Golf Shops
Top Class Pizza Anaheim
Greek St. Grill
Malik Family
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EdTech Feature

Annual Bookfair

Let's Get Ready for "i-Ready"!
Running Spring’s Instructional Leadership Team and School
Site Council recently approved the purchase of i-Ready, a savvy
and adaptive instructional tool that empowers educators with
additional resources to help all students succeed. As a
comprehensive assessment and instructional program, i-Ready
will individually assess students and provide instruction at the
appropriate level to provide both intervention and academic
enrichment, based on each individual student’s needs. By
connecting diagnostic data and personalized Instruction,
i‑Ready reduces complexity, saves educators time, and makes
differentiated instruction achievable in every classroom.
i-Ready provides user-friendly dashboards and clear reports
with actionable data that give teachers a foundational
understanding of students’ strengths and areas of need. It also
enables educators to confidently determine each student’s ongrade level proficiency based on state and national standards.
Focused on math and reading, i-Ready helps teachers
customize lesson plans, build intervention groups, and track
the effectiveness of their teaching.
This program is being deployed at numerous schools across
OUSD. All grade levels will have access to this program to
enhance students’ academic achievement. Look for our
i-Ready program to roll out as early as late January 2021.
For more info, visit curriculumassociates.com/products/i-ready

This year’s annual Book Fair raised a
net $500 for our school in Scholastic
Credits. This was excellent given
that the Book Fair was limited to
being online. Compared to other
schools, we did quite well. A huge
thanks to everyone who supported
this event! We look forward to the
time when we can bring back the "inperson" fair we all know and love.
For now, www.scholastic.com is
always available. If there’s enough
interest, we will hold another Book
Fair in the coming months.

Connect with Us
on Social Media
facebook.com/edfundah
@edfundah

@edfundah

EFAH Board of Directors
Sandeep Baweja

President

Andrea Yamasaki

Board Member

Patty Chau

Secretary

Caitlin Hirchman

Events Chair

Abel Casanova

Treasurer

Andrea Lindstrom

Communications Chair

Danielle Alcaraz

Tech Committee

Reza Mortezaie

Board Member
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STEM RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES
During the pandemic, we believe it’s important that students at Running Springs continue to embrace STEM curriculum and
programs. We have accordingly compiled a list of STEM-related online resources to supplement students’ educational
interests. This list of resources will also be periodically highlighted on the Education Foundation’s Social Media:
1. Coding
Learn to code online! Code.org provides free K-12 computer science
lessons and games to help students learn how to code at an earlier
age. Code.org is supported by tech company donors, including
Amazon, Facebook, Google, Microsoft and many more. code.org
2. Old Farmer’s Almanac for Kids
The Old Farmer’s Almanac for Kids features fun games, riddles and
puzzles, to supplement any online learning for young children.
almanac.com/kids
3. PBS Kids
PBS Kids is a great online learning option for K-12 students who love
interactive content, including sing-along videos, TV
series, games, virtual lessons and more. You can also download their
PBS Kids Video app for live-tv streaming. pbskids.org
4. National Geographic Kids
What could be cooler than learning about animals? On National
Geographic Kids, students of all ages can enjoy science experiments,
animal watch cameras and a ton of activities to keep them busy for
hours. kids.nationalgeographic.com
5. How Stuff Works
How Stuff Works is a comprehensive articles-based site that
introduces and informs on a variety of topics like culture, science,
money, technology and more. Games, quizzes, and videos are also
available to supplement the articles. howstuffworks.com
6. Exploratorium
Exploratorium (yes, the same one as the museum in San Francisco)
has a website that teaches students about science and art. Help your
students go far into the galaxy or deep down to the bottom of the
ocean on this site. exploratorium.edu
7. Learning Games for Kids
Learning Games for Kids is all about games that can teach students
about a variety of topics and subjects. Game lovers will be thrilled.
learninggamesforkids.com
8. Highlights Kids
Highlights Kids offers online ways to play, read and craft with
animated stories and more. According to their website, they are on a
mission to “help children become their best selves by publishing
content and creating experiences that engage, delight and foster
joyful learning.” highlightskids.com
9. Discovery Science Center -Discovery Cube
Our local science cube has gone virtual with online camps and other
fun activities. Discovery Cube is offering a series of virtual one-day
winter camps to help keep children engaged and entertained over the
winter break. Each camp is 3-hours per day of fun science interaction
with a Cube educator. oc.discoverycube.org
10. Emily’s Wonder Lab
Science-loving host Emily Calandrelli makes STEAM fun with activities,
demonstrations and at-home experiments that'll make you think —
and blow your mind! netflix.com/title/81128389 or search on YouTube
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11. Michigan Engineering Center for Digital
Curricula - Brain Venture BrainVentures take a child on a visually
guided, scaffolded learning adventure. BrainVentures give a child
choices of learning activities, provide multiple learning modalities,
engage a child in constructing animations, videos, photo albums,
stories and in exploring field trips, games and simulations. From
music to math, from science to the arts, BrainVentures
light a child’s imagination and increase a child’s understanding of
the world. BrainVentures are fully compatible with Google
Classroom, Schoology, etc. These are fun, educational opportunities
outside of school – and they are free! cdc.engin.umich.edu/dailybrain-venture
12. Boolean Girl
Offers virtual computer science education in a collaborative and
welcoming environment. Students learn coding and
engineering skills to prepare them for a broad set of careers, but
they are too busy having fun to notice. booleangirl.org/onlineclasses
13. NASA Kids Club
NASA provides a safe place for children to play as they learn about
NASA and its missions. On this site, you will find games of various
skill levels for children pre-K through grade 4. These games support
national education standards in STEM -- science,
technology, engineering and mathematics.
nasa.gov/kidsclub/index.html

VIRTUAL STEM TOURS AND ACTIVITIES
The list below identifies just some of the virtual STEM tours and
resources available online. There are many more, but these will
certainly get the kids started:
aquariumofpacific.org/education/aquariumacademy
pacificsciencecenter.org/schools/virtual-field-trips
nasa.gov/nasa-at-home-for-kids-and-families
exploringbytheseat.com
interestingengineering.com/7-of-the-best-virtual-science-field-trips
stemcareerscoalition.org
newsummitcharter.org/2020/04/01/virtual-field-trips
boeingfutureu.com/virtual-field-trips
discoveryeducation.com/community/virtual-field-trips
sciencemill.org/explorer-zone
artsandculture.google.com/project/family-fun-art
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